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milio Vazquez, age 85, passed away peacefully on March 8, 2026, in Miami,
Florida. He was born on September 6, 1940, in La Habana, Cuba, a place he
carried in his heart throughout his life.

Above all, Emilio was a devoted family man. He was a loving husband, father, and proud
grandfather. His greatest joy came from the people he loved most. For 60 years, he shared a deep
and enduring marriage with his beloved wife, Graciela A. Vazquez. Together they built a life
grounded in love, resilience, and an unwavering commitment to their family.

Though life eventually took him far from his homeland, Emilio’s love for Cuba never faded. He
remained deeply committed to the dream of a free and democratic Cuba and dedicated much of
his life to that cause. Within the Cuban exile community, he became a respected and trusted

voice.

Over the years, Emilio supported and participated in several Cuban-American organizations
dedicated to the cause of Cuban freedom. He served as President of Casa Cuba of Tampa and
later founded Casa Cuba Miami, helping create spaces where Cuban culture, traditions, and
community could continue to flourish. He also served as a Board Member of the Cuban

American National Foundation.

His commitment to the Cuban cause extended beyond leadership roles. Emilio flew
humanitarian missions with Brothers to the Rescue, participated in the Democracy Movement,
and took part in flotillas advocating for freedom in Cuba. Earlier in his exile, after arriving in
Chicago, Illinois, he was also a member of Alpha 66.

While his dedication to the Cuban cause was an important part of his life, those who knew Emilio
will remember most the man he was with his family and friends — a man of quiet strength, deep
convictions, generosity, and kindness.
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He was a proud and loving father to his son, Emilio J. Vazquez, and to his daughter-in-law, Karyna
Vazquez, whom he loved dearly and with whom he shared a close and special bond. Becoming a
grandfather was one of the greatest joys of his life, and his granddaughter, Aliette Vazquez,
brought him immense pride and happiness.

Emilio is also survived by his sister-in-law, Gladys C. Perez, his nephew, Jose Figueredo, and many
extended family members and dear friends who will remember him with love and gratitude.

His legacy lives on through the family he cherished, the friendships he nurtured, and the many
lives he touched through his leadership, generosity, and unwavering belief in freedom.

He will be deeply missed, always loved, and forever remembered.

Emilio Vazquez, de 85 anos, fallecié en paz el 3 de marzo de 2026 en Miami, Florida. Nacio el 6
de septiembre de 1940 en La Habana, Cuba, una tierra que llevo siempre en su corazon.

Ante todo, Emilio fue un hombre profundamente dedicado a su familia. Fue un esposo amoroso,
un padre ejemplar y un abuelo orgulloso cuya mayor alegria provenia de las personas que mas
amaba. Durante 60 afios compartié una union llena de amor y companerismo con su querida
esposa, Graciela A. Vazquez. Juntos construyeron una vida basada en el amor, la perseverancia y
un profundo compromiso con su familia.

Aunque la vida lo llevo lejos de su patria, el amor de Emilio por Cuba nunca disminuy6. Siempre
mantuvo viva la esperanza de una Cuba libre y democratica, y dedicé gran parte de su vida a esa
causa. Dentro de la comunidad del exilio cubano fue una voz respetada y comprometida.

Alo largo de los afios, Emilio apoy6 y participo activamente en varias organizaciones
cubanoamericanas dedicadas a la causa de la libertad de Cuba. Fue Presidente de Casa Cuba de
Tampa y posteriormente fundador de Casa Cuba Miami, contribuyendo a crear espacios donde la
cultura, las tradiciones y la comunidad cubana pudieran mantenerse vivas. También formo parte
de la Junta Directiva de la Cuban American National Foundation.

Su compromiso con la causa cubana fue mas alla de cargos de liderazgo. Emilio particip6 en
misiones humanitarias volando con Hermanos al Rescate, colaboré con el Movimiento
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Democraciay participo en flotillas que abogaban por la libertad de Cuba. En los primeros anos de
su exilio, tras llegar a Chicago, Illinois, también fue miembro de Alpha 66.

Aunque su dedicacion a la causa cubana fue una parte importante de su vida, quienes lo
conocieron recordaran sobre todo al hombre que fue con su familia y amigos: un hombre de
convicciones firmes, gran nobleza, generosidad y bondad.

Fue un padre orgulloso y amoroso para su hijo, Emilio J. Vazquez, y para su nuera, Karyna
Vazquez, a quien quiso profundamente y con quien compartié un vinculo muy cercano y
especial. Convertirse en abuelo fue una de las mayores alegrias de su vida, y su nieta, Aliette

Vazquez, le brindé un inmenso orgullo y felicidad.

Emilio también deja a su cuniada, Gladys C. Perez, a su sobrino, Jose Figueredo, y a muchos otros
familiares y queridos amigos que lo recordaran siempre con carino y gratitud.

Su legado perdura en la familia que tanto amo, en las amistades que cultivé y en las muchas vidas
que toco a través de su liderazgo, su generosidad y su firme creencia en la libertad.

Sera profundamente extranado, siempre amado y jamas olvidado.
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Olga Gomez posted:

¢
His love for others
March 9 at 6:51 PM
l Olga Gomez sent a virtual gift in honor of Emilio. ]
Y f

Cuba también te lloraNos veremos en una Cuba libre y soberanaPorque creemos r E
en Dios TodopoderosoOlga GomezFelix Cifuentes Pomes ™

March 9 at 6:50 PM

%@ Karyna Vazquez lit a candle in honor of Emilio.

We love you..

March 7 at 2:06 PM = —

%@ Karyna Vazquez shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

I miss you terribly but | know you're rejoicing with our Lord and our Blessed Mother
Mary. We love you...rest in peace our unsung hero..! JLvJ\

March 7 at 2:03 PM
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W Karyna Vazquez shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 7 at 2:03 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Emilio by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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